C (boparaiidie s - -
~ e ) DD

(e s heyeiniogg )
Approved For Release 2004/12/16 : CIA-RDP78-0471%\?A00§;60j/2,m)1,1 3 1 0 3(‘
o P = . oi=h 18!

/.

© Foac 7-2082

2 Decemabar 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Mzr. Robert Dechert’'s Presence at the (Jased Session
on 27 Noveraber 1957 of the Senate Preparsdness
Investigating Subcommittas of the Senate Armed
Services Committes

1. At the very beginning of the Semate Preparedness Investigating
Subcommittes of the Semate Armed Services Committee, the Chairman,
Semator Lyndon Johnson, assured himself that all members of the Sub-
committee staff and assistants to the fubcommittee mersbers were
TOP SECRET cleared and had a "Q" clearance. He thea made the
statemant that he assumed Mr. Dullos took responsibility for the 34
employees present and asked whether there were any other persons
prosent.

2. Since Mr. Rebert Dechert, Cieneral Counsel, Departnoent
of Defonse, and General Warren were present with the knowledgs of
the DCI, Mr, Dulles indicated there were two Dsfense Department
representatives present and that he, Mr. Dulles, was agreeahle to
their being present. There was soms questioning by Senator Johinson
as to whether or not they would contribute or assist the DCI in Bis
testimeny and the DCI answered that it possibly would be belpful in the
future if DOD representatives ware present. However, Senator Johanson
indicated that as Chairman he would issue invitations for those jiercont
whom he wished to be present. With this Mr. Dechert and General
Warren left.

3. Mr. Dechert telsphoned the undersigned on I December
to iaquire about the availability of the transcript of the CIA test-meay.
He was informed that the Committee staff by apparent direction of the
Subeommittee Chalrman specified that it did not desire the tranicript
to be mads avallable outside of the Agency. Mr. Dechart was assursd
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that the Agency had ne ebjestion te his attempting to secure the
transcript through the Committee itaell. Mr. Dechert advised me
that he had received the copy of the Director's statement frem whick
he testified.

4. In additien, Mr. Dechert raised the question of his keing
requestsd to leave the hearing on 27 November. He stated that if
Mr. Dulles had answered Senater Johnson's question indicating that
since a great deal of intelligence is received from the DOD and that
possibly Mr. Dechert could be helpful he, Mr. Deachert, believed
Senator Johnson would have permitted him to stay. It is, of eourse,
impossible for me to quote this conversation verbatim but the thrust
of it to me is that Mr. Dechert has rationslized this embarrassing
incident in such a way that he belisves the DCI could have aveid:a the
incident. Mr. Dechert also advised that one of the staff moembers
did approach him prior to the commencement of the ¢closed session anc
asked whether his presence in the session was “'sot. " Dechert itated
that he informed the staff member that the matter was'all clearsc. ’
1 did not attempt to diseuss this matter with Mr. Dechert and dosed
the conversation by merely saylag it was sa unfortunate inciden:.

JOHN 8. WARNER
Legislative Counsel
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